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 “Without a sense of caring, there can be no sense of community.”  
Anthony J. D'Angelo 

 
Nearly every year, new families arrive to PENGUIN NATION after the start of the school year. 
This year alone, five students traveled the route of a “mid-year transfer” to St. Francis. Each of 
these students shares something in common – they and their family recognize something 
uniquely special in our Catholic school. At the risk of appearing subjective….allow me to say that 
there is no other school like ours along the Eastern Shore. And no, I am not referring to being the 
only Catholic faith based school in the Salisbury area. It is more than that. At the heart of who we 
are, St. Francis is a school whose family based environment evokes a deep sense of community 
that is steeped in the virtues of our Christian faith and grounded by a strong academic program. 
 
After recently touring a prospective family around our campus, I was struck by the personal 
observations they shared with me. Even though their tour was after school with many of the 
students having already departed from campus, they gathered the deep sense of community that 
exists between the students, faculty and parents. As they moved about the building, they saw 
students receiving extra help from the faculty; they felt the enthusiasm that surrounded our boys 
and girls basketball game; and were moved by the courteous and kind welcome they received as 
our students stopped what they were doing to politely and proudly introduce themselves to 
welcome the family to PENGUIN NATION.   
 
As parents, we thirst for an educational setting where our children are challenged; where our 
youngsters learn the virtues of true character; where our students discover the importance of 
being respectful and polite; where our young people recognize that serving others is a way to put 
our Christian faith into action; and where our children know that they are cared for, loved and 
safe. This sense of community is here at St. Francis de Sales Catholic School. And when you walk 
into our building, you can feel that something special exists within the walls of our “charming 
little schoolhouse”. And no, there is not another school like ours along the Eastern Shore. We are 
distinctly unique and deeply blessed. We are PENGUIN NATION! 
 
If you are a parent, grandparent or guardian who is seeking something more for their child, we 
encourage you to consider our accredited school of excellence. Only in a school such as ours can 
your child receive a fully integrated educational experience in a learning environment which lives 
within the light of faith. If you think a Catholic education may be beyond your economic means, 
please know that financial assistance is available. Please do not now allow money to be the reason 
for not seeking a Catholic School education for your child.  We invite your family to visit our school 
and your child to spend a day on our campus.  Our next scheduled “Welcome Wednesday” 
admissions event is scheduled for this Wednesday, December 14th at 10:00am. Please contact the 
school office to RSVP for this event: (410) 749-9907.  
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